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shocking irregularities, and wholly indisposes them
to the way of salvation.

It would be difficult to say what the religion of
our Savages is; it consists solely of certain supersti-
tions, by which their credulity is gratified. As all
their knowledge is limited to the knowledge of ani-
mals, and of the needs of life, so it is to these things
that all their worship is limited. The charlatans,
who have a little more intellect than the others, win
their respect by skill in deceiving them. They
persuade them that they are honoring a sort of Spirit,
to whom they give the name of Manitou; and, to
hear them speak, it is this Spirit who governs all
things, and who is the master of life and of death.
A bird, an ox, a bear,—or, rather, the plumage of
birds, and the skins of these beasts,—such is their
Manitou,; they expose it to view in their cabins, and
they offer to it sacrifices of dogs or other animals.

The warriors carry their Manitous in a mat and
they invoke them incessantly, that they may obtain
victory over their enemies. The charlatans like-
wise have recourse to their Manitous when they
compose their medicine, or when they treat the sick.
They accompany these invocations with chants,
dances, and frightful contortions in order to make it
believed that they are shaken by their Manitous;
and, at the same time, they shake their patients, in
such a way that they often cause their death. In
these various agitations, the charlatan names some-
times one wild beast, and sometimes another; then
he begins to suck the part of the body in which the
patient feels pain; after having sucked it for some
time he suddenly rises, and drops upon the sick man
the tooth of a bear or of some other animal, which



